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Paddling Possibilities…compiled by Rev. Dr. Bob Leroe
                  (* means I’ve kayaked there) -Most of these are within an hour’s
  drive of Boston and in Massachusetts unless otherwise noted
· Acton—Assabet River; Powdermill Dam, Old High St; there’s allegedly a put-in also on nearby Powder Mill Rd/Rt 62.
· Alfred, ME—Estes Lake; put-in beside a bridge on Bernier Road; lake is 4 miles long; Route 4. 
· Alton Bay NH—Lake Winnipesaukee; public launch on Mount Major Highway in the parking lot.
· Alton NH—Merrymeeting River, Route 11.  Access with parking for about 10 cars.  On a map look for where the river crosses the road, south of the town.
· *Amesbury/Merrimack—Lake Attitash; state landing, public access parking lot and ramp.  I-95 to exit 58-B onto 110W past Merrimack welcome sign then next right onto Attitash St.  There’s also a town landing for the Merrimack River: 110-150, but for residents only.
· *Amesbury—Lake Gardner & Pow Wow River, I-95 exit 58 Elm St to 79 High St, the  Lake Gardner Town Beach.  Free parking; put-in near swimming area.  Other access to the upper Pow Wow from the Battis Farm, Woodsom Farm, and Camp Kent.
· Andover—Field Pond, 68 acres; boat ramp on Harold Parker Road.  
· Ashland—Ashland Reservoir landing off of Spring Street; Ashland State Park;  I-495 to Main Street/Hopkinton exit, continue east on Main St. Before Hopkinton Center Rt. 135 comes in on the left, follow Rt. 135 east approx. 3 miles to park entrance on the right.
· *Athol/Royalston—Tully Lake & River, Rt 2 to exit 17/Route 32N (towards Royalston).  Tully Lake is clearly marked, scenic, free parking and a put-in, Apr-Nov.
· Attleboro—Bungay River; I-95 to exit 5/Rt 152. Take a left off the exit and bear right. Go about ¾ of a mile and on your left you'll see a sign for Holden Street. Take that left.  Parking and a natural put-in is ¼ mile down on the left.
· Baldwinville—Lake Dennison, 86 Winchendon Rd. boat ramp, fee.
· Barnstable Harbor—launch from Blish Point State Landing, Millway Road.  Head across Barnstable Harbor to Sandy Neck.
· *Bedford—Concord River; take exit 31B on Rt 128, Rt 225; just before the bridge there’s an access Rd clearly marked on the right to the water’s edge with parking and a natural landing; paddle R or L through a scenic wildlife refuge.  Outstanding.
· Belchertown—Swift River; Cold Spring Rd. MA Div of Fisheries & Wildlife access area, a very popular and scenic paddling place.
· Beverly, Lynch Park, 55 Ober St. landing for Beverly harbor.  Non-resident parking fee.  
· Beverly—Bass River, Margin St. landing next to Bowl-O-Mat, parking fee.
· *Billerica—Concord River; Bartlett’s Landing, near 56 Morgan Rd & Ossipee Rd (not far from Rt 3). Parking and an easy, natural put-in; very scenic.
· *Billerica—Concord River; Contribution Park, 306 Boston Road/Rt 3A; shoreline access for kayaks and limited parking.  Natural, awkward put-in.  
· Billerica—Nutting Lake, Marshall St & Middlesex Turnpike parking and access.
· Boston—Morrissey Blvd Boat Launch, actually a rocky beach with free parking—near the mouth of the Neponset River.  
· *Boston—Charles River, Christian A. Herter Park, 1175 Soldiers Field Rd, and at *1071 Soldiers Field Rd, where there’s a DCR facility and a ramp with parking.  You’ll be on the stretch used for the Head of the Charles Regatta, and will likely see people sculling. 
· Boston—Fort Point Pier & Dock, south of the Summer Street Bridge.  No landing but a dock; parking fee.  www.fortpointpier.com
· Boylston—Rocky Pond; from I-290 take the Northboro-Boylston Church Street exit and head west on Church Street for about a mile and take the first right onto Warren Street. Fifty yards or so turn right onto Rocky Pond Road and you will soon come upon a parking area on the right.
· Boxford—Stiles Pond; I-95 to exit 53, Rt 97-N, L on Pond St (sign for Boxford Village), R on Ipswich Rd, L on Main St, L on Stiles Pond Rd – go past the Danvers YMCA camp (bear R) & Keith Koster Park to the Town Landing, an unpaved lot with access and free parking, from sunrise-sunset.  60-acre natural pond.
· Bridgewater—Lake Nippenicket, W of Rt 24; public ramp & parking off of Pleasant St; alternative launching area off Elm St.
· Bridgewater—Taunton River, Titicut St Bridge, limited parking on the street.
· Brighton—Charles River, 20 Nonantum Rd; ample parking, ramp.
· Brookfield—Quaboag River, White’s Landing at 11 Fiskdale Rd//Rt 148…or use the State Boat Ramp at 125 Quaboag St, with parking for the Quaboag Pond that connects to the river.
· Brookline NH—Nissitissit River; behind the Sunoco, 75 Rt 13 & the Bond St launch.  
· *Cambridge—Charles River, Magazine Beach, 17 acre park.  Natural/gravel put-in by observation deck next to 660 Memorial Drive, an MDC area with free parking.  Great views of Boston.  magazinebeach.org
· Cambridge—Charles River, North Point Park, 6 Museum Way; there appears to be a landing and some limited parking.
· Canterbury—Quinebaug River, Butts Bridge Boat Launch
· Canton—Neponsit River, Signal Hill Reservation canoe launch. (Not sure about this).
· Charlestown—Mystic River, leading to Boston harbor; Schraft Center, 529 Main St, landing, near the HarborWalk; not scenic 
· *Concord—Concord River, a natural put-in by overpass on Lowell Road, the old calf pasture.  Go right on the Concord River to the Old North Bridge/Minuteman statue and the Great Meadows National Wildlife Refuge.  If heading left, at Egg Rock, turn right to the Assabet or left to the Sudbury River.  Very scenic and calm.  -My favorite place to paddle.
· *Concord—Walden Pond--Rt 128 to Rt 2 to 126/Walden St; boat parking and kayak access ($ fee).  A historic, scenic and popular place to paddle with a beach, swimming area, hiking path and restrooms.  Crowded on weekends/holidays.
· Concord—Assabet River; Pine St, by the bridge, limited parking.
· Concord—Assabet River; Main St/Rt 62, access behind Dino’s Kouzina, 1135 Main St.
· Concord NH—Merrimack River; Sewalls Falls Rd, parking & put-in.
· *Concord—Sudbury River, South Bridge Boat House (rentals), Rt. 62 / 496 Main St, 978-371-2465  www.southbridgeboathouse.com
· *Danvers—Porter & Danvers Rivers, at Pope’s Landing, across from the Danversport Yacht Club- Rt. 128 to Rt. 62, right on Liberty St then left on Harbor St; there’s a public restroom next to the Harbormaster’s office; Parking fee (normally just for motorized boats); heavy boating traffic on weekends. 
· *Danvers/Middleton border—Ipswich River, Rt 114, Farnsworth Landing with free parking; river is winding and narrow, some obstructions, beaver dams. 
· *Danvers/Middleton border—Ipswich River, Logbridge Road, natural landing with free parking; very close to the previous put-in.
· Dartmouth—Slocum River, Russells Mill Landing 50 Horseneck Rd.
· *Dedham—Charles River, Rt 128 exit 18 to Needham St (East); there’s a paved parking place and a natural put-in; very scenic.
· *Dedham—Charles River, Dolan Center Launch, 269 Common Street (behind Parks & Recreation) with parking and a natural put-in.
· Dedham—Charles River, Town Landing (originally Bullard's Landing), High Street to Bullard Street (aka Town Landing Lane, near Dedham Square), look for canoe launch signs, gravel road, natural put-in, limited parking; also nearby landing at 225 Ames St.
· Dedham—Charles River & Mother Brook canal (first man-made canal in the US), Boston/Providence Hwy aka VFW Hwy aka Rt 1A; the canal connects to the Neponset River.  Use caution around the dam. 
· Dennis (Cape Cod)—Bass River, Rt 6 to Rt 134 to Cove Rd, go to end where there’s parking & ramp…and also off of Highbank Road by the bridge there’s another ramp with parking, and off of Sesuit (Neck) Rd is the Town Landing.
· Devins/Shirley—Nashua River; 80 Hospital Rd, the Bill Ashe Visitors Center & Kayak Launch; Oxbow National Wildlife Refuge.  Parking, go down stone steps to dock.  
· *Dorchester—Neponsit River; on the corner of Granite Ave & Hilltop St; DCR Neponsit Park; free parking and a put-in.
· *Dorchester—Neponsit River put-in & parking at the Lower Neponsit River Trail near Hwy 3A/Neponsit Bridge and I-93.
· Dover—Charles River; Bridge St, parking & landing by the bridge.
· Dover NH—Hilton Park; access to Little Bay, the upper Piscataqua River, and the Salmon Falls River.  From I-95-N take exit 4 on the Spaulding Turnpike/Hwy 16 and after the bridge take the 1st exit to the boat ramp.
· Duxbury—Duxbury Bay; Howland's Landing (Just west of Myles Standish monument) Rte 3 to exit 10 (S. Duxbury). Travel on 3A north 2 miles, right onto Chestnut Street, 1 mile to Hall's Corner. At the flagpole, 2nd right onto Standish Street - after ½ mile turn right at Crescent St (tennis court), ½ mile turn right at Howland's Landing.  Also access at Powder Point Bridge.
· Eastham (Cape Cod)—Nauset Marsh; launch from Salt Pond below the Salt Pond Visitor’s Center or Hemenway Road off Route 6.
· East Taunton—Lake Rico, Massosoit Start Park; boat ramp on Middleboro Ave near the park entrance.
· Elliot, Maine—Piscataqua River; ramp at end of Hammond Lane, ample parking.
· Erving—Laurel Lake at Erving State Forest; Route 2 (Mohawk Trail); ramp/parking on Laurel Lake Rd.
· *Essex—unload at the town ramp across from the Village Restaurant and next to Ripple restaurant; free parking behind fire station, a few blocks away.  Don’t park by the ramp (residents only; enforced).  Scenic estuary/salt marsh, superb paddling.  
· *Essex—2 put-in areas at Conomo Point Rd.  Park alongside the road prior to the permit-only parking area.
· Exeter NH—Exeter River; I-95 to hwy 101E (Exeter/Hampton Expry), R on 108 (Portsmouth Ave, becomes College Rd); landing & parking just before the bridge; leads to Great Bay.
· *Exeter NH—Squamscott River; go to Stillwell’s Ice Cream, 190 Water St; behind it is a public boat launch with parking.  Lots of shops, an American history museum, and restaurants nearby.  Near the landing is the Phillips Academy boat house.  Very scenic.
· Exeter NH—Exeter River, Gilman Park on Bell Ave, parking.
· Exeter NH—Exeter Elms Campground, Rt 108, access for kayaks & canoes.
· Fairhaven MA—Buzzards Bay, Rt 6; park behind the motel at the bridge and put-in at a small beach (not overly scenic).
· Falmouth & Mashpee—Waquoit Bay.  Launch from Great River Boat Landing, Great Oak Road, Mashpee, or Edwards Boatyard E Falmouth Rt 28.
· Fitchburg—Paradise Pond.  Take route 31 South from route 2 in Fitchburg. The north end of the pond is 1.0 mile on route 31 from the entrance to Leominster state park. There are several put in spots 1½ miles from the park entrance.
· Framingham—Sudbury River; Riverside Park at the intersection of Central & Kellogg streets; parking for 6 cars.  
· Framingham—Sudbury River; at the end of Little Farms Road is parking and access.
· Freetown—Assonet River.  Landing and parking at Hathaway Park off of Water St.
· Georgetown—Rock Pond public concrete landing & parking; take I-95 to 133 to 97; small but scenic; also Pentucket Pond, natural landing on east side, Lake Ave.
· Georgetown—Parker River; put in at a culvert by Thurlow St., paddle therough the Crane Pond Wildlife Management Area. 
· *Gill—along the Mohawk Trail/Rt 2 in western MA, there’s an excellent state boat ramp with ample parking by Barton Cove and the Connecticut River, just a few blocks east of the Turners Falls Bridge.
· *Gloucester—Dunfudgin Landing near the high school, off of Centennial Ave.  Popular boating area for the Annisquam River; parking fee.
· Gloucester—harbor, near the famous fisherman statue on Western Ave is Pavilion Beach, across from an ice cream store, with ample parking.  One could launch here to explore the harbor.
· *Gloucester—Corliss Landing – Take Route 128 N to Route 127 North (at the 1st rotary), then left onto Wheeler Street and then left onto Apple St.  Free parking and a good landing ramp; an easy paddle to the Annisquam lighthouse.
· *Gloucester—Annisquam River--On Rt 128, right before the Annisquam bridge, and across from a Chevy dealer, is a small area with very limited parking and a natural put-in.
· Gloucester—Cressy’s beach, Stage Fort Park off of 127; parking fee.
· Gloucester--Long Wharf Town Landing--Take route 128 to Exit 13, Concord Street. At end of ramp, left on Concord for 0.8 mile. Turn right onto Atlantic Street (sign for Wingaersheek Beach) and drive 0.8 mile to the Long Wharf Town Landing on the right; free parking at the landing.
· *Gloucester—Harbor; Cripple Cove Landing, E. Main St, limited parking.  Boat dock (the landing next door is private).
· Gloucester—Stubby Knowles Landing, Rt. 133-E, near the MBTA commuter rail; only at high tide.
· Grafton—Quinsigamond River & Lake Ripple, Rt 140 at Wheeler St.  Also Ekblaw Landing, 111 Worcester St (North Grafton)
· *Groton/Pepperell—Nashua River, Rt. 119; two put-ins on the right and left with parking; very scenic.  One is the Petapawag boat launch, on Nod Rd right off of 119.
· Groton—Squannacook River, put-in behind the West Groton Water Supply District Bldg, 305 Townsend Rd, West Groton.  Convenient with lots of parking and a natural put-in
· Groveland—Merrimack River; Groveland Pines Recreation Area landing/ramp, 222 Main St (I-95 exit 54B).  Picnic tables.  “Permit only” does not apply to kayaks.  Go left to Hales Island and downtown Haverhill.
· *Groveland—Johnson’s Pond at Veasey Memorial Park, 201 Washington St.
· Halifax (South Shore)—Monposett Ponds, E&W both have landings--paved launch for the E on Holmes St, unpaved for the W off Gingan St.
· *Hamilton/Wenham—Chebacco Lake, landing/parking (free) at 340 Chebacco Rd, a few miles from Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary.  Very scenic.
· Hampton NH—Hampton harbor & river, Rt 1-A; also a possible landing at the end of Glade Path. 
· Hampton NH—Hampton River; Boat Club at 115 Landing Road (I-95 or Rt 1 to 101) to Landing Rd; 603-926-9704
· Hancock NH—Powder Mill Pond & Contoocook River, Route 202 to a left on Forrest Road in Hancock. Follow Forrest Road for approximately 1 mile to Covered Bridge. Water access is right after the bridge on the right…or put in at a riverside stop on route 136 heading towards Greenfield.
· Hanover—North River, at 2 Indian Head Dr is a put-in & parking.
· *Harvard—Nashua River, Rt 2, exit 38 to Rt 110-S to Still River Depot Rd, adjacent to the Oxbow National Wildlife Refuge.  Scenic and calm; plenty of parking.
· Harwich—Herring River, paved landing on Route 28.
· *Haverhill—Merrimack River, by historic Rocks Village Bridge; a put-in with limited parking.
· *Haverhill—Merrimack River, at Riverside Park (behind Trinity Stadium), 163 Lincoln Avenue; plenty of parking.  Go down some stairs to a natural beach put-in.
· *Haverhill—Merrimack River; landings at Washington Landing and the Crescent Yacht Club, 30 Ferry Street (side-by-side)
· Holderness NH—Squam Lake, SLA headquarters, 534 US Rt 3; $5.00 parking fee; or Rt 113 NH Fish & Game Boat Launch; free
· Holland—Hamilton Resevoir, Holland Aqua Rider’s Beach, 154 Mashapaug Rd., also near the intersection of Sturbridge Rd & Leno Rd, with parking
· Hollis NH—Nashua River, 70 Runnells Bridge Rd. (private property; must contact landowner to secure permission: 215-266-7242 or mosleywj@gmail.com)
· Hopkinton—Whitehall Reservoir/State Park—large paved parking/landing off of Rt 135 (Main St/Wood St); lots of islands and vegetation.  Another access off Rafferty Road.  Also Lake Maspenock, town ramp for residents with permits.
· Hudson—Assabet River  Rte.62 to downtown Hudson.  Just before the rotary, there is an entrance to a public parking area behind the fire station on your right.  The put-in is at the corner of the pavement, down a small embankment.  There’s also a put-in with ample parking just off of Park St.
· Hudson—Assabet River, Chapin Rd natural landing with parking; look for stone pillars.
· *Hudson—Assabet River, narrow, natural landing behind the Portuguese Club, 13 Port St.  You can’t paddle very far on this stretch, but it is scenic.
· Hudson—Assabet River, Cox St by the bridge, limited parking, very scenic.
· Hyannis—Harbor, Lewis Bay Rd; ramp and limited parking.
· *Ipswich—Plum Island Sound; Jeffrey’s Neck/Pavilion Beach, 150 Little Neck Rd—free parking & easy access, across from Plum Island, an excellent spot.
· *Ipswich—Ipswich River, Peatfield Landing the end of Peatfield St public. Metal dock and parking.  Very scenic and you’ll be paddling next to the MBTA Commuter rail.
· *Ipswich—Town landing, 62 East Street; free parking until Memorial Day (then $5.00); go left towards the bay or right through the town, towards the dam; both are great (note: the nearby landing on Water St is private)
· Kittery, Maine—Piscataqua River, put-in at Williams Ave, Traip Academy.
· Kittery Point, Maine—Chauncey Creek, by the intersection of Seapoint Rd and Chauncey Creek Rd is a boat access with limited on-road parking; very scenic.
· Kittery Point, Maine, by restaurant, 153 Pepperell Rd and Bellamy Lane, ¼ mile from Fort McClary; charge for parking.  Picturesque cove, 2 lighthouses.
· Kennebunk, Maine—Mousam River, I-95 to exit 3, Alfred Rd to Mill Rd; access by the bridge.  No perceptible current, meandering, scenic.
· Kingston NH—Pow Wow Pond & River, 25 New Boston Rd, what appears to be a natural landing, an information board and some parking.
· Lakeville—Nemasket River, Old Bridge St, natural put-in.
· Lakeville/Freetown—Long Pond, largest natural body of water in MA; state landing off of Rt 18.
· *Lancaster—Nashua River, Pellechia Canoe Launch on Rt 70 (Lunenburg Rd).  Parking and a short but a bit steep trek to the river.  There are several brief sections of white water so you should go in 2 cars and take out at the following…
· Lancaster—Nashua River, Rt 117/Seven Bridge Road Launch; limited parking.
· Lawrence—Merrimack River, Abe Bashara Boathouse, DCR Lawrence Heritage State Park, Eaton Street.  Parking & landing.
· *Lebanon, Maine (across from Milton NH)—Salmon Falls River, landing at Everett’s Cove Marina, 193 New Bridge Rd.
· Lee—October Mountain Resevoir, 317 Woodland Rd; boat ramp;  $8.00 fee for MA residents
· Lenox—Housatonic River, put-in & parking off of New Lenox Rd (off of Rt 20).
· *Lincoln—Sudbury River, Rt 117; short trail from parking lot 0.2 miles east of the bridge.  A small, cut channel and natural landing leads to the river. 
· Lowell—Concord River; put-in with parking at Muldoon Park, 31 Billerica St.
· *Lowell—Merrimack River, put-in with ample parking by the Heritage State Park across from Heritage Farms Ice Cream, 263 Pawtucket Blvd (Rt 113) & river-walk.
· Lowell—Merrimack River, Rourke Brothers Memorial Boat Ramp, 1011 Pawtucket Blvd., with plenty of parking.
· Lynn—Sluice Pond, parking & paved ramp off of Rt. 129.  
· Lynn—The launching ramp at the MDC reservation on the Nahant causeway provides ample parking space, open to the public 
· Lynnfield—Pillings Pond, Walnut St to Summer Street; access at town park, limited parking, small pond. 
· Malden—Malden River, landing at the end of Riverside Park off Commercial St; could be private, and not very scenic 
· *Marblehead—Landing across from Devereau Beach, Rt. 129 to Ocean Ave, Marblehead Harbor; parking fee (Note: West Town Landing & State St landings have sparse parking--docks but no ramps). 
· *Manchester by-the-sea—scenic harbor leading to the ocean and coastal islands; 2 put-ins: behind Town Hall, 10 Central St, a landing with parking, also at Tuck’s Point (after Labor Day the town doesn’t tend to enforce the residents-only parking).
· *Manchester/Auburn NH— Lake Massabesic, Deerneck launch, I-93 to 101 to 28 bypass, or Clare’s Landing on Chester Rd/Rt 121; ample/free parking, large scenic lake.
· Marion—Sippican River near where it meets the Weweantic; DePina Landing, 29 River Road, with a paved parking area and picnic table.
· Marlborough—Fort Meadow Reservoir; parking and launch on Reservoir St.
· Marlborough—Assabet River, put-in off of Robin Hill St.
· Marshfield—North River; put-in by the bridge at Union St/Bridge St, near Couch Cemetery; Take Rt 3 to Rt 123
· Marshfield—harbor; Town Pier at 100 Central St. Parking and nearby Harbor Walk.
· *Matapoisett—Town Wharf on the harbor, off of Water St, permitted parking in season. Turn R to access the river, L to see the lighthouse; free parking, restrooms, very scenic…or launch by the lighthouse at the end of Ned's Point Road. There’s free parking, restrooms, and a sandy walk-in to the water. 
· *Maynard—Assabet River; Rt 117 to Winter St. The Ice House Landing, natural and handicap put-ins next to the walking trail plus a picnic area with parking…and down the trail there’s another put in by the bridge on Riverside Park Rd/White Pond Rd, Stow.
· *Medford—Upper Mystic Lake; Rt 60 to Mystic Valley Hwy, turn R just before entering Arlington; there’s a landing with parking just past where the upper lake meets the lower.  
· Medford—Mystic River, access/put-in at Presidents Landing (aka Station Landing) on Constitution Way.  
· Medford—Mystic River public access DCR ramp at Wellington Yacht Club.
· Medfield—Charles River, 178 West St, put-in with limited parking.
· Medfield—Charles River, put-in on the grounds of Medfield State Hospital, 45 Hospital Road.
· Medfield—Charles River, Dover Rd—put-in by the bridge.
· Medfield—Stop River, Causeway St; limited parking, natural put-in.
· *Medfield—Charles River, Rt 27 / N Meadows Rd & 298 S Main St Sherborn (on the Medfield/Sherborn border).  On-road parking next to put-in by a bridge.  Go with a friend as getting down to the natural put-in is a bit difficult, but well-worth it--very scenic, passing Medfield State Forest; at Rocky Narrows there’s a landing and you can stop and explore the reservation.
· Metheun—Spicket River; I’ve been told that at Pine St and Hampshire St there is allegedly access to the river.
· *Metheun—Merrimack River, landing with parking near 1105 Riverside Drive.

· Middleborough—Upper Nemasket River, put-in by the DPW on Wareham St.  A short walk down hill to the fish ladder, and a little rocky put in.  Another one is on Old Bridge Street (which may be in Lakeville)
· *Middleton— Ipswich River, Mortalo Landing, Rt 62/Maple St put-in at the bridge; steps leading to a put-in; limited parking.  
· *Middleton—Ipswich River, Peabody St Landing; I-95 or Rt 1 to Rt 62E, then R on East St, L on Peabody St. Parking, picnic table, and a natural landing.
· *Middleton—Ipswich River, I-95 Exit 51 Endicott Rd, to 145 East St Thunder Bridge Beach Park, East St put-in with parking (launchings may not be permitted while people are using the beach for swimming).
· *Millis—Charles River, Forest Rd, limited parking.  Army Corps of Engineers natural landing, very scenic.
· *Millis—Charles River, 37 Norfolk Rd/Rt 115; there’s a canoe launch sign; a natural landing with parking; strong current and shallow.
· *Milton—Neponset River, 25 Wharf Street (off of Adams St), Milton Landing/Yacht Club; kayak put-in at the far end with free parking; 617-698-9538.
· Milton—Blue Hills Reservation, 695 Hillside St, 617-698-1802.
· Nashua NH—Nashua River, Winchester St launch, limited parking.
· Natick—Lake Cochituate; from the Mass Pike, take exit 13 for Rt. 30 and follow signs for Natick. Continue straight at the first set of lights and you will see the State Park up on your right (parking fee; rentals available).
· Natick—Charles River, Rt 16/Eliot St, about a mile from the dam there’s a very small area to park and a natural put-in.  Lady of Peace statue visible from here.
· Natick—Charles River, Grove Park, 11 Pleasant St South (off of Mill Lane)
· *Needham—Charles River; Rt 128 to exit 17, onto Rt 135 W for a mile, then L onto South St for 2 ½ miles, then turn R at Fisher St to the MDC Red Wing Bay canoe/kayak launch, 100 Fisher St; parking and a natural/stone put-in; turn R upon entering the river.
· Needham—Charles River; Central Ave, near the bridge is a small put-in with limited parking
· Needham—Charles River; Hemlock Gorge Reservation, located between Newton and Upper Falls and Needham.  Take Route 128 to Route 9 East and get at first exit (Newton Upper Falls). Turn right at stop sign onto Ellis St. and right again at next stop sign onto Chestnut St. Turn right at first traffic light onto Elliot St (Central Ave. in Needham). Parking is off of Hamilton Place (first right after crossing river). 
· *Needham—Charles River; Rt 128 exit 17, take 135-W, turn R on South St and there’s a small unmarked area (easy to miss) to park and a natural put-in.  Easy to get to and an outstanding paddle in either direction.
· Needham—Charles River, Cutler Park; take Rt 128, exit onto Highland Ave, R on 2nd Ave, then 4th, L onto Kendrick St and there’s a landing across the bridge.  Nearby Kendrick Pond has a walking trail and parking, 110 Kendrick St.
· New Bedford—Acushnet River; Gifford St landing/parking (fee).
· Newbury—Parker River canoe launch, Route 1, about a quarter mile north of Gov Dummer Academy; look for small sign on right (if traveling N); checked it out, and there’s no apparent launch …but on 1A there’s a landing by the bridge.
· Newbury—Parker River put-in behind Newbury Kayak & Canoe, 291 High St, fee: $10.00 or $8.00 for cars with a store bumper sticker.
· *Newbury—Parker River, put-in at the end of Cottage Rd, near a historic marker.  Very limited parking.
· *Newburyport—Harbor (mouth of the Merimack); public landing & parking next to Cashman Park.
· *Newburyport—Parker River/Plum Island sound; go past the Audubon center to the bridge (Plum Island Tpk); there are natural put-ins/parking on both sides; the one on the Plum Island side has easier access…or enter the Parker River National Wildlife Refuge (entrance fee), and there’s a concrete landing on the right; unload then use the parking lot on the left.
· *Newburyport—Joppa Flatts/harbor, landing on Water St; very limited parking.
· New Castle NH—Pisquataqu River, Portsmouth Ave, on the cemetery side of the overpass is a natural access and parking for 2-3 cars.  Very scenic.
· Newfields NH—Swampscott River, leads to the Great Bay; town landing with parking at bridge.  I-95 N to Rt 101-W to Rt 85 (right) to Rt 108 (right).  
· Newington MA-- Piscataqua River; Osprey landing at the end of Patterson Lane by the flagpole.
· Newmarket NH—town landing for the Lamprey River; off Route 108 in the downtown, across the street from the post office, right next to the Newmarket Community Church; also at the end of Piscassit St for the Lamprey.
· New Salem—Quabbin Reservoir; Rt 122/Petersham Rd to gate 31 for kayaks/canoes, From Rte. 2, Exit 16 (Rte. 202), go south 2 mi. Turn left on Rte. 122. Proceed 1.4 mi. to gate on right.  You can rent but can’t bring your own kayak, and there’s a parking fee.    
· Newton—Charles River beachfront access at Auburndale Park, 15 Edgewater Park.
· Newton Upper Falls—Charles R, canoe dock at Nahanton Park, 455 Nahanton St.
· Norfolk—Charles River, River Road; a small natural put-in with limited parking.
· Northampton—Connecticut River; boat ramp at Connecticut River Greenway State Park, 136 Damon Rd.
· *North Andover—Stearns Pond, in Harold Parker State Forest, Rt 114 to Harold Parker Rd; look for State Forest sign.  Scenic, secluded, but small.
· Northbridge—Plummer’s Landing, Blackstone River; Church Street near Mendon Rd.
· North Brookfield—Lake Lashaway, ramp on Shore Road.
· North Chelmsford—Merrimack River; Southwell Field, 198 Wotton Street--a public softball field and boat ramp with parking.
· *North Reading—Ipswich River Park; take Rt 128 to Rt 28/Reading, turn R onto Rt 62, turn R onto Central St; free parking at boat access on the left, just before the entrance.  
· North Reading—Martin’s Pond; there’s a recreation area on Burroughs Rd with a launch or the other end off Travelled Way there’s a spot with parking for two to three cars. 
· Norton—Barrowsville Pond  I-495 exit 10 (Rt 123); take the next left opposite the school, circle around behind the cemetery, and turn right onto Power St. The put-in/take-out will be at the bridge about ¼ mile on the left.
· Norton—Norton Reservoir, I-495, exit 10, Rt.123 West.  Right on Elm Street after Fire Station. Right on Reservoir Street.  Left on Juniper Road. Take a Left onto a Dirt Road. Take a Right when road opens up. There will be a Chain Link Fence in front of you.  Follow the fence to the beach. Launch from the sandy beach. 
· Norwell—North River, Bridge St put-in.
· *Norwood—Neponsit River, Bade Canoe Launch, 100 River Ridge Dr, off of Rt 1.  Plenty of parking; some current, not for beginners.
· Orange—Lake Rohunta, Rt 2, exit 16/Rt 202S, left on Eagleville Rd to sign A; boat ramp and parking…also Millers River, East River St (Ft 2, take exit 15, go N on Rt 122 toward Orange Center)
· Orange—Millers River, Community Boat House landing
· Orleans—Little Pleasant Bay; launch from Portanimicut Road.
· Pierce Island NH—Piscataqua River; boat launch on Pierce Island Rd.
· Pembroke—Furnace Pond, Rt 14, boat launch with parking.

· Peterborough NH—Contoocook River.  North of the town take Route 202 or Kimball Rd, then turn R on Forest Rd, go over a covered bridge.  Parking and access are on the right.  If you go right you’ll enter Powder Mill Pond.  Turn left and paddle towards the town.
· Phillipston—Queen Lake, Rt 2 to Rt 101/2A, aka Queen Lake Rd.
· Plymouth—Great Herring Pond, off of Rt 3, take exit 2.
· Plymouth—Billington Sea, public sandy landing on the northern shore in Morton Town Park near Little Pond.  Pilgrims fished here.
· Plymouth Harbor—launch points at Nelson Beach & Stephens Field
· Portsmouth NH—Pierce Island put-in ($5.00 fee) near Strawberry Bank: Sound Basin Dinghy Pier or the Back Channel Marina.
· Portsmouth NH—Piscataqua River & Portsmouth harbor; Wentworth Coolidge mansion/museum, 375 Little Harbor Rd.  Landing by the anchor.
· *Portsmouth NH--Navy Shipyard (if you have military ID), a put-in and limited parking on Chapel Street.  The harbor is not for beginners.
· Quincy—Marine Center on Hough’s Neck; parking & ramp.
· Quincy—Neponsit River at Squantam Point Park, 1 Victory Rd., 617-727-5290; parking fee.
· Reading—Ipswich River, Lobs Pound Mill parking area on Mill Street in Reading near the North Reading town line; .3 miles north on Mill Street from Rte. 28. 
· Rochester ME—Cocheco River; accessible kayak/canoe launch at Hanson Pines.
· *Rockport—near Bearskin Neck & Motif #1 is a landing; metered parking easily accessible in the off-season.  Turn right past the harbor entrance to see the lighthouses, left to explore the bay or straight out towards the islands.  
· Rockville--Charles River; I-95 to 109 to 115/Norfolk Rd; parking & access.
· Rowley—Rowley River to Plum Island Sound; town landing Rt 1-A to Warehouse Lane…residents-only parking 
· *Rowley—Rowley River, Greenbelt Batchelder’s Landing, at the end of Railroad Ave, past the Commuter Rail stop.  Parking and a natural put-in.
· Rye NH—harbor; around the corner from Ray’s Seafood, 1677 Ocean Blvd/Rt 1-A is a spot you can put-in off the road with limited parking.
· *Rye NH—Little Harbor & Piscataqua River; access at Odiorne State Park boat launch, 505 Ocean Boulevard/Rt 1-A, 603-436-7406; boat ramp.  Very scenic.  Modest fee.
· Salem—Kernwood Marina/McCabe Park town ramp, Kernwood St, Danvers River, $10 for non-residents.
· Salisbury—the mouth of the Merrimack, Newburyport harbor and the Atlantic; a landing at Salisbury Beach State Reservation.
· Salisbury—Merrrimack River; town wharf pier & boat ramp; small parking lot on 1st St, off March Rd
· *Saugus—Saugus River; town landing/parking on Ballard Street; fee.
· *Saugus--Prankers Pond, Cliff Road; scenic but small, for beginners.
· Sandwich—Scorton Creek is a tidal river on Cape Cod off of 6-A.
· Seabrook NH—Hampton Harbor  I-95 to Rt 286-E, turn left onto Rt 1-A; after the first traffic light and before the “Fishing Co-Op” there is a public parking lot on the left side with access to a small beach.  
· Sharon—Massapoag Pond, I-95 exit 10, Rt 27 to Pond Street & Beach St (a mini rotary) to town boat ramp (fee).
· Sherborn—Charles River, Dover Canoe Launch; Rt 128 to Rd 9/Worcester Rd to N Main St/27 to Farm Rd/Bridge St; parking & access.  Passing by Rocky Narrows there’s a landing and you can stop and explore the reservation.
· Shirley—Nashua River; below the Ayer Ice House Dam on Walker Rd is a natural access to the river.
· Shutesbury—Lake Wyola State Park, 94 Lakeview Road.  Boat ramp, parking fee.

· Somerset—Taunton River, boat launch off of Main St.
· *Somerville—Mystic River, Blessing of the Bay Boathouse, 32 Shore Drive.  Free parking, picnic tables, rest room, kayak/canoe rentals, cement ramp.  617-965-5118
· South Berwick, ME—Salmon Falls River, Rt 101 aka Dover/Eliot Rd; parking and a natural landing, very scenic.  Go left towards the Piscataqua River & the Great Bay.
· South Dartmouth—Apponagansett River; put-in at park in Gulf Road.
· Stoneham—Spot Pond; you can rent a kayak but can’t bring your own 
· Sturbridge—Wells State Park; parking & boat ramp for Walker Pond.  Mass Pike to exit 9, 5 miles from Old Sturbridge Village.
· *Stratham NH—Squampscott River, leading to Great Bay; Chapman’s Landing, ample free parking, bathroom, easy put-in; 95-N to 101-W to 108-N by the bridge; 95 College Rd.  Very scenic.
· *Stow—Assabet River; Rt 117 to Hastings St to White Pond Rd, landing at the bridge, very scenic. You may see model airplanes and ultra-lights flying by the airfield at a bend in the river.
· Stow—Assabet River, Maguzu’s Landing, Sudbury Rd, limited parking
· Sudbury MA—Sudbury River; put-in & limited parking at Lincoln Rd/Sherman Bridge Rd.  Take Rt 128 to Rt 20-W, R on Concord Rd, L on Sherman Bridge Rd. 
· Sunderland—Connecticut River.  Boat launch on School St, parking is across the street at the library.    
· Taunton—Lake Sabbatia; by Watson State Park; boat ramps off Bay Street & Scadding St (fee).  I-495 to exit 9, Bay St.
· *Topsfield—Ipswich River, Bradley Palmer Canoe Launch; Rt 1, R on Ipswich Rd (becomesTopsfield Rd); the landing is just past Bradley Palmer State Park, clearly marked with space for several cars.  A natural landing; go right (left is OK but there’s a dam not far down the river by Foote Brothers).
· *Topsfield—Ipswich River, Bay Circuit Trail between Foote Bros and the Bradley Palmer Canoe launch; natural put-in by the footbridge, limited parking.
· *Topsfield—Ipswich River, past Foote Bros (kayak rentals) turn onto Winthrop St and there’s a natural put-in at the bridge across from the Willowdale Mill hiking path.
· *Topsfield—Ipswich River, Rowley Bridge Road Launch, aka Lampert Memorial Canoe Landing...Rt 1-N in Topsfield, turn L on South Main St, L on Salem Rd, then R on River Rd (not marked, just before the river and Salem Rd landing), then L on Rowley Bridge Road (a scenic drive).  Limited parking and a natural put-in.  
· *Topsfield—Ipswich River, Salem Rd natural put-in by bridge; very limited parking.
· *Topsfield—Ipswich River, High St Canoe launch; Take Rt 1-N to Topsfield and turn R onto Rt 97, landing is on the right with limited parking.
· Townsend—Squantacook River; Canal Street to the stone bridge launch.  Hard to tell on the map but there appears to be access to the river.
· *Tyngsboro—Merrimack R; put-in at Frost Rd Park, 76 Frost Rd.  There’s parking, a ramp, and a port-a-john.  Go left to go under an impressive bridge.
· Upton—Pratt Pond; take I-495 to Hopkinton Rd exit, then L on Cider Mill Rd, R on Elm St, R on Kiwanis Beach Rd to Kiwanis Beach park, parking fee.
· Uxbridge—Blackstone River; Mendon St/Rt 16 & Oak Street, Blackstone River State Park.
· *Wakefield—Lake Quannapowitt, free parking & landing by Hall Park off of North Ave.  Kayak rentals available by the shore near First Parish Congregational Church.
· *Waltham—Charles River, 48 Woerd Ave, parking & put-in/ramp, across from Mount Feake cemetery.  Take exit 16 from Rt 128 then GPS to address.  Very scenic
· Wareham—Weweantic River; boat ramp at Interstate 195-N; tourist info center, ample parking, picnic tables.
· Wareham—Wareham & Agawam Rivers; Oak St Town Ramp, parking and landing.
· *Wayland—Sudbury River; natural put-ins at Sherman’s Bridge Rd off of Rt 126.
· *Wayland—Sudbury River; gravel boat ramp with parking on Boston Post Rd/Rt 20-W (exit 41 off of 128) just past Russell’s Garden Center, 397 Boston Post Rd.
· Wayland—Sudbury River; Rt 27/Old Sudbury Rd/River Road, natural access by bridge.
· Wayland—Heard Pond, Pelham Island Rd
· Webster NH—Webster Lake, Rt 3N to Rt 11 towards Andover, ample parking, scenic lake.
· *Wellesley—Charles River; Elm Bank Horticulture Center; canoe launch with free parking (enjoy the gardens); Rt 128 to exit 37-B to Rt 16-W to 900 Washington St/Rt 16-W; entrance is on the left, a mile past Wellesley College; www.masshort.org 
· *Wellington—Mystic/Malden rivers; at the end of Constitution Way is a public landing at a marina with limited parking.
· *Wenham—Salem/Beverly Waterway Canal that leads to the Ipswich River; 1A to Cherry St, to Old Town Way (dirt road); landing/parking; scenic & straight.
· Webster—French River; put in is off Rt 12, ¼ mile north of junction of 131.
· Westborough—Assabet Reservoir (Mill Pond); paved boat ramp off Mill Rd with parking.  The headwaters of the Assabet River.  There’s also a put-in off of Arch St.
· West Bridgewater—Town River; put-in at the War Memorial Park, River St.
· Westford—Stony Brook; canoe launch on River Street.
· Westport—Westport River; public landing on Hix Bridge Road, also on Drift Road near the intersection with Old County Road.  
· Westport—Buzzards Bay, concrete town landing off of Rt 88.  Access to Cuttyhunk and the Elizabeth Islands and Rhode Island.
· *Weston—Charles River; Rt 128 Exit 39A, River Road to landing along Norumbega Rd (near the intersection of I-95/128 & I-90); parking.  
· Wilmington—Ipswich River; Woburn St, the farthest westerly put-in, where Lubbers Brook and Maple Meadow Brook join to form the first navigable point on the river.  Parking available nearby on Cherokee Lane.
· Winthrop—landing at 707 Shirley Street--Winthrop Harbor to Boston Harbor, across from Logan Airport; parking.
· *Woburn—Horn Pond, Rt 128 exit 35 onto Rt 38-S which becomes Main St, then R on Lake Ave to DPW; scenic, plenty of parking with restrooms and convenient access ramps.  Nice place for a stroll or picnic as well.
· *Wolfeboro NH—Smith River & Lake Winnipesaukee; Bean Park landing (aka Depot Square) behind the old Wolfeboro railroad terminal, near the start of a scenic walking trail.  Free parking.
· Wolfeboro Falls NH—Lake Wentworth, to Lake Wentworth Tours off of Rt 28, a free landing with parking
· Worcester—Lake Quinsigamond--State boat ramp at Oak Island; take Mass Pike (I-90) to
     Millbury exit (11). Go left onto Route 122 north, turn R on Route 20.  The entrance to the   

     ramp is opposite Edgemere Blvd. Another state ramp off of North Quinsigamond Ave.
· Worcester—Indian Lake, Salisbury St/Rt 122A; parking & launch ramp.
· Wrentham—Lake Pearl parking & gravel ramp located on Elysium Street.
· Yarmouth—Bass River, Wilber Park Beach; launch, free parking.
· Yarmouth—Bass River, Windmill Beach, River St; launch, parking.
· York, Maine—York River harbor, Rt. 103 to Bragdon Island, 20 Harris Island Rd; parking for about a dozen cars.
· York, Maine—York River, Scotland Bridge Rd., natural landing next to the bridge, limited parking, scenic.
           ( Disclaimer→ I can only vouch for the places I’ve paddled, marked with a *
 » I update this list frequently, so if you’d like an updated copy, email me: leroe@hotmail.com
Websites…
Facebook: Massachusetts Kayak/Canoe Community group page

North Shore Paddlers Network:   www.nspn.org 

Wild Turkey Paddlers:  www.wtpaddlers.org  

Tide charts:  http://www.boatma.com/tides/North-Shore.html 

Kayak Polo:  http://bostonkayakpolo.com/
Ipswich River Watershed Association: www.ipswichriver.org 
Canoe & Kayaking Magazine:   http://www.canoekayak.com/ 

Sea Kayaking Magazine online:  http://www.seakayakermag.com/ 

New England Boating/NESN:  www.newenglandboating.com 

MA Paddler:  www.massachusettspaddler.com 
Atlantic Coastal Kayaker:  http://atlanticcoastalkayaker.com/ 

MA boat ramps:  http://www.visit-massachusetts.com/state/boat-ramps/ 
Paddling.net:   http://www.paddling.net/  and for put-ins: http://www.paddling.net/launches/ 
Books:
· Sea Kayaking Illustrated, by Robinson; a practical, thorough overview
· The Hidden Charles, by Mike Tougias
· Paddling Southern New England, by Ken Weber
· Quiet Water Canoe Guide-New Hampshire & Vermont, by Alex Wilson
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Psalm 24:1-2, “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; for He founded it on the seas and established it on the waters.”


